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Rym Karoui is one of the most pramising artists of her genera-
tion. Art critics view her as an alcheamist, one whao transfarms
the boldness of graphic illustration inta highly charged ematianal
paintings that tell stories so vivid they seem ta strain against the
limits of the canvas. The inspiration for her art comes from her
passion for travel. A self-proclaimed “artist-anthropologist’ she i1s
fascinated by other cultures and how ordinary people interact in
everyday life. When she paints, she tells their stories using a
vibrant palette of colours, creating sensations that draws the
viewer into a different world; a world filled with movement, spon-

taneity, optimism and laughter.

Rym Karoui was born - and still lives - in Tunisia, the narthern-
most edge of Africa. In her paintings many of her figures, strip-
ped of folksy sentimentalism, seem to embody the essence of
this great continent, stirring in us the awareness of a shared
sense of humanity. The cast in her dramas - complex, eccantric

figures, beautifully drawn - engage with each other and with us




with an unexpected intensity. This sensation is reinforced when

she liberates them from the canvases, Qiﬁ‘iﬁﬁ her characters a
three dimensional life force; they perch on stems, balance on
balls, and stand precariously atop bicycles proclaiming ‘c'est
party!' In contrast to these spindly, thrill seeking characters, her
sculptural spheres - recycled from expired gas bottles - are

reassuringly plump and bold.

“UNIVERSELLife' is Rym Karoui's first solo exhibition in the Middle
East and follows sell out exhibitions in Belgium, Narway, France
Vienna and Washington DC. Her artworks have been acquired
by national museums as well as private and corporate collectors

warldwide.

Erich Alauzen






